
session one
read: matthew 21: 23-46

pray

ask questions:
1. What stands out to you most in this passage?

3. Looking at this story, does it seem like our 
past is more important, or our obedience now?

2. Do you relate more to the first son or the 
second son? Why?

In the first parable, the first son initially refused his father, but 
then later changed his mind and chose to be obedient while 
the Second Son agreed to help but later didn't follow through.

4. What do these two parables teach us about 
the importance of word & deed?

To be faithful to God in word & deed, means to not only 
say it, but to also follow through with action.

5. What does this show us about the character of 
God?

In the first parable, we see that even the first son refused his 
father the first time he was the one who did the will of his 
father because he changed his answer.Then in the second 
parable, we see that even though the tenants rejected the 
Landowners first attempt, he sent people two more times, 
including his own son to give the tenants two more chances.

6. When in your own life have you experienced 
grace, even though you messed up?

Grace is when we are given something we didn’t earn and don’t 
deserve.

unpack the text:

The second parable represents the religious 
leaders, who ultimately rejected Jesus; v. 45-46).

(v. 43) “will be taken away” Together with the 
quotation in the previous verse, Jesus’ declaration 
here confirms that the judgment predicted by the 
religious leaders will indeed come to pass.
(vv. 18–22) “to a people who produce its fruits” 
this concept is illustrated also in the parable of 
the barren fig tree.

The first parable symbolizes repentant sinners 
(e.i., the tax collectors and prostitutes; v.32).

In the first parable, Jesus draws on imagery from 
Isaiah’s parable of the vineyard (Isa 5:1–7). In Isaiah, 
the problem is the lack of fruit, and the solution is the 
destruction of the vineyard. In Jesus’ parable, the 
problem is the tenants, who refuse the owner his fruit. 
The solution is replacing the tenants.


